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Speaking
1 The pictures show 

people in imaginary 
future situations away 
from the Earth. Compare 
the people and say 
whether you think these 
situations could happen 
in the future.

Reading
2 Skim the article on 

space travel for its 
general meaning, 
ignoring the missing 
sentences. Why do 
NASA and the SFF have 
different priorities?

NASA, the government-owned space 
program, once aimed to develop a re-usable 
rocket. 1  It plans to launch a manned 
expedition to an asteroid by 2025 and since 
this will require different technology, it is more 
likely that people outside the NASA program 
will develop re-usable rocket design. 

Rick Tumlinson, co-founder of the Space 
Frontier Foundation (SFF), has spent the past 
two decades pushing for human exploration 
and settlement of the solar system. Space 
News magazine described him as one of 
the 100 most influential people in the space 
industry. Tumlinson has always maintained 
that businesses should get involved, and 
views NASA as a bit of a dinosaur. 

2  ‘25 years after the Wright brothers 
flew a plane for the first time, people could 
buy a commercial plane ticket, but 25 years 
after landing on the Moon, we sat around 
watching old astronauts on TV talking about 
the good old days.’ 

Using his high profile, Tumlinson is going 
to try to prove a point. Space is our destiny, 
he says, so why not get on with it? He and 
his colleagues encourage any business that 
shares this aim. 3  For example, in 
December 2010, SpaceX (Space Exploration 
Technologies) launched their re-usable space 
capsule Dragon. After circling the planet 
twice, it returned with parachutes, landing 
as planned in the Pacific Ocean. Tumlinson 
immediately congratulated the company 
on successfully completing the world’s first 
commercial orbital space flight and recovery, 
saying, ‘This flight will go down in history as 
a turning point for the opening of space to 
regular people.’ 

While it was a significant technical 
achievement for SpaceX as a company, 
the flight was also highly significant for the 
American taxpayer. With the retirement of 

the Space Shuttle, the United States has an 
urgent need for commercial manned space 
flight. Until that happens, NASA will be 
totally dependent on the Russian Soyuz to 
carry astronauts to and from the International 
Space Station, at a price of over $50 million 
per seat. 4  They submitted their 
proposal to NASA just days after Dragon 
returned to Earth.

At one point, the SFF ran a survey on the 
internet called ‘Cheap Access to Space’, 
where it asked American taxpayers for their 
opinions on the US space program and future 
priorities for space transportation. Their own 
view has always been that it is impossible 
for NASA to offer an ‘open frontier’. NASA 
is ‘elitist and exclusive’, whereas the SFF 
believes in opportunities for everyone: ‘a 
future of endlessly expanding new choices’. 
The SFF wants to see ‘irreversible human 
settlement’ in space as soon as possible and 
maintains that this is only going to happen 
through free enterprise. It is inappropriate 
for government-sponsored astronauts to be 
constructing buildings and driving trucks. 

5  SpaceX’s achievements to date 
demonstrate a willingness to make this 
happen.

Once space transportation becomes 
affordable, mass space travel will be 
possible. Many people believe that by 2025 
space tourism will have become a viable 
industry. However, US government officials 
don’t really see a future for space tourism. 

6  David Ashford, Managing Director 
of the British company Bristol Spaceplanes 
Limited, once said that space tourism would 
begin ten years after people stopped 
laughing at the concept. People have already 
stopped laughing.

‘Cheap’ is an important word in space technology nowadays and re-usable 
rockets will be a key way of controlling costs. They will deliver things, bring stuff 
back to Earth and then go up again, perhaps with machinery for a space factory, 
or even carrying tourists. In the future, these space vehicles will be orbiting the 
Earth as efficiently as air freight carriers. There could be a billion-dollar market 
in taking packages from one side of the planet to the other in an hour.

SPACE
vw

SPACE
The final frontier

CHEAP ACCESS TO SPACE

10.1



vw

 T H E  F I N A L  F R O N T I E R   6766 U N I T  10

5 The use of the negative prefixes il-, im-, in- and ir- 
depends on the first letter of the word they join, as in 
inappropriate. Look back at Exam folder 2 for guidance. 
Add a prefix to form negative adjectives in a–f.

a legal
b experienced
c responsible

d moral
e regular
f patient

6 Use four of the negative adjectives to complete a–d.

a Someone who wants something to happen as 
soon as possible is  .

b A young adult who has no knowledge of working 
life is  .

c Driving a car without a licence is  .
d Friends who only see each other occasionally 

meet at  intervals. 

Speaking
7 Discuss these questions, using some of the words 

from this unit.

a Do you think you will ever take a holiday in 
space? Why? / Why not?

b What benefits and drawbacks might the 
commercial development of space bring? 

c Should governments spend tax-payers’ money on 
space travel?

d Why are there so many satellites orbiting the 
Earth? Will this technology become more 
important, in your view?

Vocabulary
Word formation
4 Go through the text again to find words related to a–j 

(i and j are in sentences A–G). An example is given. 
Which word contains both a prefix and a suffix?

a use re-usable
b settle
c commerce
d achieve
e end

f appropriate
g willing
h afford
i science
j impress

SPACE
3 Six sentences have been removed from the article. 

Choose from the sentences A–G the one which fits 
each gap. There is one extra sentence, which you do 
not need to use. 

 Work through the text, using the underlined phrases 
in sentence A to help you decide whether it fits in any 
of the gaps. Discuss your ideas with a partner.

 Then underline the words and phrases in sentences 
B–G that link to the text and decide on your answers.

 Exam spot

In Reading and Use of English, Part 6, remember that 
there is an extra sentence that isn’t needed. After you have 
chosen your answers, check that the extra option doesn’t fit 
anywhere in the text. 

At the same time, the SFF accepts that NASA’s missions could 
bring other scientific benefits.

A

More than one such firm has developed impressive solutions for 
getting into space and back cheaply.

B

Commercial activity such as this is what the private sector 
should be doing.

C

Here again, private companies may well prove them wrong in 
the very near future.

E

SpaceX is prepared to meet this need – and at less than half 
the cost.

F

In an early article he wrote about the government-owned space 
program, he made the following observation.

G

However, the USA’s priorities have changed in the 21st century.D
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10.2
5 Choose the correct option in italics in these sentences 

and explain why it is correct. 

a Within the next twenty years, the cost of space 
travel will be falling / will fall dramatically.

b In the near future, it’s likely that adventure 
holidays won’t be / aren’t going to be limited to 
remote places on Earth.

c People will / may one day have the opportunity 
to go to distant planets, but first we need to 
discover a way of travelling faster than the speed 
of light.

d Our 7-day trip is due to depart on 1st December, 
2025 and will carry / will have carried you 100 km 
into space. 

e I’ve decided I am going to book / will book a trip 
into space as soon as I can afford it.

f The Americans always said they would fly / will 
fly to Mars. 

g Sooner or later people will live / will be living in 
space.

h The International Space Station will have been / 
will be manned for 14 years in November.

Review of future tenses
1 Look at sentences a–e from the article on space and 

identify the future forms listed 1–4 below. What other 
tense is used in sentences f and g to refer to the 
future?

1 going to future
2 future simple
3 future continuous
4 future perfect
a They will deliver things, bring stuff back to 

Earth and then go up again.
b This is only going to happen through free 

enterprise.
c In the future, these space vehicles will be 

orbiting the Earth as efficiently as air freight 
carriers.

d Many people believe that by 2025 space tourism 
will have become a viable industry.

e Tumlinson is going to try to prove a point.
f It plans to launch a manned expedition to an 

asteroid by 2025.
g However, this situation is due to change.

2 Which of the sentences a–g mention the following?

1 a prediction about the future
2 a planned event that is expected to happen soon
3 an event that has not yet happened but will 

happen within a certain period of time
4 an intention to do something

3 How are predictions about the future expressed in 
these two examples?

a Private companies may well prove them wrong.
b There could be a billion-dollar market in taking 

packages from one side of the planet to the other 
in an hour. 

4 Why is would used in this example instead of will?

David Ashford once said that space tourism would 
begin ten years after people stopped laughing at 
the concept. 

G   page 170
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Listening
7 151  You are going to hear three people talking 

about the future. Decide whether each speaker has 
a positive or a negative view of what life for human 
beings might be like.

Speaker 1 
Speaker 2 
Speaker 3 

 Which speaker is closest to your own ideas about the 
future? Why?

Vocabulary
Phrases with at
8 Speaker 2 used the preposition at in three different 

ways:

I’m reading one of his sci-fi ones at the moment.
They live for at least three hundred years.
There will always be some country at war with 
another.

 Choose the correct phrase for each of these 
sentences and explain the meaning of the incorrect 
options.

1 Hurry up, we’ll be locked inside the building 
unless we leave  .
A at first  B at once  C at last

2 Jordi is looking forward to the move but, 
 , I know he’ll miss his friends 

here.
A at least  B at present  C at the same time

3 For the first time in ten years, this war-torn 
country is now  , thanks to the 
skills of the negotiators on both sides.
A at peace  B at war  C at rest

4 Journalists often get scientific facts slightly 
wrong, but this article is inaccurate reporting 

 .
A at his laziest  B at its worst  C at their best

 Notice, as in the last example, that at is commonly 
used with a pronoun and a superlative.

6 What will we wear in the future? Read these exam 
candidates’ ideas and complete the summary, using 
the future perfect of the verbs in the box. You may 
need to use the passive form. One verb isn’t needed.

D O  YO U  N E E D  M O R E  P R AC T I C E ? 
C D - R O M  U N I T S  9 – 10 

become fill include manage rise take

 What are your own ideas about future clothes? 

One person predicts that pollution 

(1)  to a dangerous level, but 

optimistically suggests that manufacturers 

(2)  some form of protection against 

this in their clothes. The other writes about 

people flying in their clothes, explaining that 

these ‘balloons’ (3)  with gas to 

lift them off the ground. Neither feels that 

clothes (4)  a uniform colour such 

as the silver of so many futuristic films. In 

fact, one person believes that a development 

in technology (5)  place to create 

materials that can change colour while they are 

being worn.

A new technology will change fabrics so 
they will change their colour during the 
day. People will be even more concerned 
with pollution and harmful UV rays, so 
their clothes will have built-in protective 
filters to help them keep healthy.

You may think that people will wear silver 
clothes like in science-fiction movies but 
I think everyone will wear very colourful 
balloons. They will use a special gas 
inside the balloons to make them fly.
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11.1 Like mother, like daughter

Speaking
1 Look at these photos of famous people and their 

children. Do you think the children resemble their 
mother or father? What similarities or differences can 
you see?

Listening
3 161  You will hear an interview with the daughter of 

a Hollywood film star. For questions 1–7, choose the 
best answer (A, B or C).

1 For her 14th birthday, Hannah
A took some friends to see a Harrison Ford film 

at the cinema.
B went to watch the making of a film.
C was given whatever she wanted.

2 How did Hannah’s mother feel when Hannah 
said she wanted to be an actress?
A She wasn’t keen on her doing it.
B She wasn’t discouraging.
C She didn’t think she was serious about it.

3 What does Hannah say about the comparison 
with her mother?
A They have the same shaped eyes.
B They are both tall.
C Their noses are similar.

4 Hannah and her mother both think that
A they look identical.
B they look a bit alike.
C people are completely wrong.

 Exam spot

In Writing, Part 1, the examiner will ask you to give some 
personal information about yourself. The questions could 
be about where you come from, your family, your studies or 
work, your hobbies or your future plans.

 Exam spot

Remember that an option often contains the same 
vocabulary you hear in the recording, and although it might 
be true, doesn’t actually answer the question. Read through 
the questions very carefully before you listen. You will have 
one minute to do this.

2 With a partner try to find out as much as you can 
about each other. When you ask about each other’s 
family, also ask these questions:

Who do you most look like in your family? Do you 
sound like anyone in the family when you answer 
the telephone? Who do you take after in character?

 For extra practice take it in turns to think of a famous 
person but don’t tell your partner who it is. Your 
partner has to ask you personal questions to try to 
find out your identity. Try not to make it too easy!
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Speaking
5 Find out who in your class has the same number of 

brothers and sisters as you, then form the following 
groups, where each person in the group is:

• an only child
• the youngest of two or more children
• the oldest of two or more children
• the middle child
• part of large family (five or more children)

 Talk to the others in your group about what your 
family is like, how you feel about the size of your 
family and what effect, if any, it has had on you. Talk 
about your place in the family, and whether it’s best 
to be the eldest, youngest, only one, middle child 
and so on.

6 Are there any special characteristics that run in 
your family? Is there anything you all like/dislike? 
Think about things such as: hair colour, height, 
occupation, the possibility of having twins, the need 
for glasses, etc.

5 How did Hannah feel about her mother’s 
attitude to acting?
A She was a bit upset.
B She was angry.
C She understood.

6 Why was Hannah encouraged to train to 
be an accountant?
A Her mother had had a bad experience 

with money.
B Hannah needed to learn the importance 

of saving.
C Her mother considered it a useful profession.

7 What does Hannah say about her mother’s 
voice?
A She sounds very demanding.
B She sounds slightly foreign.
C She sounds like her daughter.

4 Now listen to the interview again. What adjective or 
adjectives does Hannah use to describe:

a her childhood in Hollywood?
b how her mother had felt when she first arrived 

in Hollywood?
c part of her nose?
d her mother talking about acting?
e the quality they both possess?
f her mother’s attitude to money?
g her mother’s voice?

G rammar extra

You’ve heard already the expression to look like + a noun 
phrase, which means to resemble or to take after physically. 
EXAMPLE: She looks like her mother.
Now look at these two questions.
A What’s he/she like? B What does he/she like?
Decide which of the words below can be used to answer the 
questions.
tall swimming friendly hamburgers watching TV 
photography amusing
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11.2
Phrasal verbs and expressions with take
3 In the interview Hannah talks about her grandparents not 

wanting her mother to ‘take up acting’. Complete these 
sentences using one of the words or phrases in the box.

account of after charge for granted
off out seriously turns 

a I took  $300 from the bank yesterday. 
b No one ever seems to take me  – they always 

think I’m joking. 
c My husband and I always take  loading the 

dishwasher. 
d I hate the way my sister always takes me  

and thinks I’m always available. 
e I take  my uncle Fred when it comes to 

height and weight.
f My grandmother always takes  of what 

happens in her kitchen.
g Our business really took  after we had a new 

website designed.
h Lisa took  her sister’s untidiness when she 

decided not to move into a flat with her.

Collocations – adverb or adjective?
Normally adverbs are used with verbs.
example: Hannah acts beautifully. 
This tells you how she acted.
However, with certain verbs it is sometimes necessary to 
use adjectives. These verbs are usually connected with 
our senses – look, sound, taste, feel and smell. Other verbs 
include be, appear and seem, and become. 
examples: Hannah is beautiful.    Hannah looks beautiful.

4 With a partner discuss what you would 
say in these situations.

example:   You’re eating a lemon.
It tastes sour.

a You’re listening to a love song. It sounds …
b You’re walking by the sea. It smells …
c You’re walking home late at night. It feels …
d You’re eating spaghetti. It tastes …
e You’re looking through a travel brochure. It looks …
f You’re wearing a designer suit. It feels …

Vocabulary
Adjectives describing personality
1 Use one of the adjectives in the box to 

answer questions a–n.

aggressive bad-tempered bossy 
cheerful competitive impatient 
jealous lazy loyal optimistic 
stubborn unpopular 
unreliable witty

How do you describe a person who:
a uses words in a clever and funny way?
b is usually happy?
c always believes good things will happen?
d always wants what you have?
e always tells you what to do?
f is not liked by other people?
g never turns up on time?
h refuses to change their plans or ideas?
i is always in a hurry to get things done?
j becomes angry or annoyed easily?
k behaves in an angry and violent way 

towards others?
l wants to be more successful than others?
m will always support you even when 

others don’t?
n never wants to do any work?

2 Which of the adjectives above are positive, 
and which are negative? What are their 
opposites? Remember you can extend your 
vocabulary by thinking of adjectives with 
opposite meanings. Use a negative prefix if 
necessary.

 In pairs, say which of the adjectives in 1 you 
would use to describe:

a yourself
b your colleagues
c your brothers/sisters
d your neighbours
e your best friend
f your worst enemy
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Speaking
7 In pairs, talk about how you feel when the 

situations in a–g happen.

 Use some of these adjectives.

bored/boring
fascinated/fascinating
depressed/depressing
amused/amusing
pleased/pleasing
moved/moving
irritated/irritating
shocked/shocking
gripped/gripping
example:
There are only soap operas to watch when 
you and your family sit down to watch TV.
I’m bored by soap operas. They’re not very 
amusing but my mother is fascinated by them.
a Your brother/sister keeps borrowing your 

stuff without asking.
b You see a sad film with your mother.
c People keep telling you that you look like 

your mother/father.
d Your father has decided to move the 

family to another city.
e People think your mother/father is 

actually your sister/brother.
f A long lost relative has left your family a 

huge sum of money.
g You find out that your cousin is coming 

to live with you.

5 Some of these verbs can have two meanings. Look at the 
underlined verbs and explain the differences.

A The actor looked angry when she read the bad review.
B The actor looked at her co-star angrily at one point in 

the film.
A I feel fine.
B I felt the water carefully to see if it was hot enough.

In A examples, looked and feel are states, meaning ‘seemed’ 
and ‘am’. In the B examples, looked and felt are both actions. 
If the verb means ‘be’ or ‘seem’, then an adjective is used after 
it. If the verb is used for an action, it can be followed by an 
object and/or an adverb.

 Complete these sentences using an adverb or an adjective.

a The food tasted  .
b I felt the soft fur on the rabbit very  .
c I didn’t feel very   when the bus was late 

again.
d Ann looked  to see if there was any traffic, 

before crossing the road.
e Noises can sound quite  at night.
f Your coat looks  .
g He looked at her  when she entered the 

room.
h The rabbit appeared  out of the hat.

Past and present participles

 Corpus spot
Be careful with -ed and -ing adjectives – the Cambridge Learner Corpus 
shows that exam candidates often make mistakes with these.
My friend was very excited about going to Hollywood on holiday.
NOT  My friend was very exciting about going to Hollywood on 

holiday.
In our home we want to do many things otherwise we feel very 
bored.
NOT  In our home we want to do many things otherwise we feel very 

boring.

6 When Hannah is talking about her mother and her attitude 
to acting, she says her mother became quite embarrassed. 
Hannah means that her mother became a bit red or maybe 
blushed and wasn’t sure what to say. What would it mean if 
Hannah had said ‘my mother became quite embarrassing’?

 Can you finish these sentences, which explain what the 
grammatical rule is?

1 To talk about how we feel about something, we use 
 .

2 To talk about the person or thing that is causing the 
feeling, we use  .
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 A  G R E AT  I D E A   79

A great idea

2 You are going to read a magazine article about items that were invented or discovered by accident. 
You will have to decide which question is mentioned in each section. First of all, skim the text for 
general meaning. Then look at the first question below. The key words which you will need to find 
a paraphrase for in the text are underlined.

Which section mentions the need to change people’s attitude when buying goods?  1

 The answer is in section E and the part that contains the answer is underlined. The key words are 
purchase and groceries.

 Now answer questions 2–10 in the same way. Underline the part of the text in which you find the answer 
to the question.

Which section mentions
the need to find a cheaper way of doing something? 2

someone who didn’t believe their discovery was important? 3

an idea which resulted from someone not being able to find what they wanted easily?  4

a misunderstanding of how to use something?  5

a decision to keep on trying to make an idea better?  6

the need for a new method of storage?  7

the need to manufacture something in large amounts for it to be worthwhile? 8

an idea which was a copy of something found in nature?  9

an idea which arose from an attempt to improve on an already well-known item?  10

Speaking
1 Student A: Look at photos 1 and 2. 

Compare the photos and say why 
electricity is important in modern life. 
Which electrical appliance couldn’t 
you live without?

 Student B: Look at photos 3 and 4. 
Compare the photos and say what the 
advantages and disadvantages are of 
each method of transport. Which method 
of transport do you prefer and why?

Reading

 Exam spot

In Reading and Use of English, Part 7 you need to match 
the meanings of the questions to the meanings of 
sections of the text.

1
2

3

4



78 U N I T  12  A  G R E AT  I D E A   79

Vocabulary 
Word formation
3 The following words are from the reading text above. In pairs, talk about 

what part of speech they are and then change them into nouns.

a celebrating
b failed

c hot
d fresh

e various
f strong

g destroying
h industrial

A The teabag
The teabag is over 100 
years old but not everyone 
is celebrating. A time-

consuming ritual has been 
transformed by the little 
paper packet into a fi ve-
minute break, and it has 
saved the tea industry 

by fulfi lling the modern need for 
convenience and speed. Like many 
inventions, the teabag came about by 
accident. Struggling to cut costs, Thomas 
Sullivan, a New York coffee merchant 
who turned to tea, sent out samples of 
poor quality tea in small silk sachets 
rather than as good quality loose tea. 
His customers failed to realise that they 
were supposed to cut open the sachet and 
empty its contents into a pot. The result 
was an immediate hit with American tea 
drinkers. It was viewed with suspicion by 
British drinkers at fi rst and only took off 
in the 1960s. 

B Potato crisps
George Crum reportedly created the 
potato crisp in 1853 near Saratoga 
Springs, New York. Fed up with a 
customer who continuously sent his 
fried potatoes back, saying that they 
were soggy and not crunchy enough, 
Crum sliced the potatoes as thinly as 
possible, fried them in hot grease, then 
sprinkled them with salt. Eventually, 
the crisps were mass-produced, but since 
they were kept in barrels or tins, they 
quickly went stale. Then, in the 1920s, 
Laura Scudder invented the airtight bag 
by ironing together two pieces of waxed 
paper, thus keeping the crisps
fresh longer. Today, 
potato crisps are 
packaged in plastic 
or foil bags. 

C Post-it Notes
In 1968, Spencer Silver from the company 
3M attempted to make ordinary sticky 
tape, which was in use all over the world, 
even stickier. During an experiment, the 
researcher made a thick substance which 
did not sink into surfaces and could 
be removed with 
ease. However, 
no one at 3M was 
interested in the 
substance because 
it didn’t stick. 
Sometime later, 
Spencer’s colleague 
remembered the not-
so-sticky substance. 
This man sang in a choir in his spare 
time. He had a problem knowing where 
in the book the various songs were. He 
managed to solve this problem with the 
help of the sticky substance invented by 
his colleague: the substance helped stick 
bookmarks in the song book without 
spoiling the pages. Post-it Notes were 
fi rst sold in 1980. 

Invented or discovered by accident?
The teabag

consuming ritual has been 
transformed by the little 
paper packet into a fi ve-
minute break, and it has 
saved the tea industry 

by fulfi lling the modern need for 

Spencer’s colleague 
remembered the not-
so-sticky substance. 

D Velcro
The Velcro fastener was invented in 

1941 by George de Mestral, a Swiss 
engineer. He noticed that fl ower 

seed heads (burrs) kept 
sticking to his clothes when 
he was walking in the 

Alps. He decided to devise a 
unique fastener that duplicated the 

burrs’ tiny hooks. Although de Mestral 
fi rst met with resistance and even 
laughter, he stuck to his idea. After many 
experiments, he realised that nylon, when 
sewn under infra red light, formed tiny 
but tough hooks, which easily attached 
themselves to softer, velvety nylon fabric. 
Velcro became a revolutionary fastening 
system which never goes wrong and is 
both simple and strong. It is still being 
used with great success today. 

E The shopping cart
Silvan Goldman invented the fi rst 
shopping cart in 1936 when he saw his 
customers were reluctant to purchase a 
large number of groceries at any one time 
at his store because they were too heavy 
to carry. Once, Goldman saw a customer 
putting her bag with groceries on a toy 
machine that her son was pulling with a 
string. He came to the conclusion that he 
needed to fi x small wheels to an ordinary 
shopping basket. Later, Goldman created 
the fi rst modern shopping cart with the 
help of mechanical engineers. They were 
fi rst manufactured in 1947. 

F Penicillin
Sir Alexander Fleming, a British biologist, 
was researching a strain of bacteria in 
1928, and noticed that one of the 
glass culture dishes that had 
accidentally been 
left near an open 
window had become 
contaminated with a 
fungus. He noticed that 
the fungus was destroying 
the bacteria. When he 
fi rst published his fi ndings, 
Fleming didn’t think anyone would 
be very interested because the fungus 
(penicillin) was diffi cult to cultivate and 
slow-acting. It wasn’t until 1945 that 
penicillin was able to be produced on an 
industrial scale, changing the way doctors 
treated bacterial infections forever. 
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● offers or promises relating to the future
I’ll prepare some salads for the party.
I’ll do my homework after this episode of ‘The Simpsons’.
Remember that the future simple is also used in the first 
conditional.

The ‘going to’ future can be used for:
● future plans, particularly if they are likely to happen soon 

I’m going to clear out the kitchen cupboards at the weekend.
● intentions

James says he’s going to work harder.
● predictions based on facts or events in the present

It’s going to snow tonight.

The present continuous tense can be used for:
● imminent future events

I’m having a meeting with Charlotte at two o’clock.
● definite future arrangements

Johnny’s starting school next September.

The present simple can be used for:
● events based on a timetable or known date

The plane leaves at 09.45.
‘Twelfth Night’ opens on Saturday at the Arts Theatre. 

● future intentions
NASA plans to send further rockets to Mars.

● definite planned events
The new pool is due to open in April.

The future continuous tense is used: 
● to indicate certainty, when we are thinking ahead to a certain 

point in the future.
Tom will be sharing an office with Fran.

The future perfect simple is used: 
● to refer to events that have not yet happened but will 

definitely do so at a given time. This tense also conveys the 
idea of completion at some point in the future.
This time next year I’ll have finished my course.
Space tourism will have become a reality by 2030.

The future perfect continuous tense is used: 
● to indicate duration.

At the end of June, Henry will have been working here for sixteen 
years.

Unit 11
Past and present participles
The past participles bored, interested, thrilled, etc. are used when 
we want to talk about how people feel:
I was thrilled when I received her birthday invitation.
The present participles boring, interesting, thrilling, etc. are used 
to describe what causes the feeling:
The film was so boring that I fell asleep.

Unit 9
Modals 2: Speculation and deduction
● could, might, may are used to speculate about something the 

speaker or writer is unsure about:
It could be a sea eagle, though the feathers look too dark.
That star you’re looking at might in fact be Jupiter.
The answer may be to readvertise the job.

● must is used to indicate certainty:
That car must be doing over 50 mph at least!
It must be possible to make a booking on the Internet.

● can’t/cannot and couldn’t/could not are also used to indicate 
certainty, in relation to impossible ideas and situations:
It can’t be her birthday – she had a party in August.
You cannot be serious!
They couldn’t possibly be here before lunchtime.

● couldn’t/could not can also be used in questions, sometimes 
with possibly, to speculate about something:
It couldn’t possibly be a case of mistaken identity, could it?
Couldn’t it be a computer error?

● could have, might have, may have are used to express 
uncertainty about something in the past:
It could have been Greg you saw on the bus – he often catches 
the 206.
The dinosaurs might have survived without the meteor impact.
I think I may have met you before. 

● couldn’t have / can’t have are used to express certainty that 
something in the past was impossible or didn’t happen:
He couldn’t have damaged your bike – he was with me all 
evening.
It can’t have been raining, as the path is completely dry.

● must have is used to express near-certainty about something 
in the past:
It must have been cold that winter.
Jan must have arrived home by now.

Order of adjectives
Opinion adjectives always come before descriptive adjectives:
the brilliant French film ‘Le Bossu’
an appalling old brown tracksuit
Descriptive adjectives generally follow this order:
size  shape  age  colour  nationality  material
a small oval brooch
the young American film star 
It is unusual to have four or more adjectives together –  
a separate phrase is more commonly used:
a slim-cut black leather jacket with a classic Italian look

Unit 10
Review of future tenses
There are many ways of talking about the future in English. 
Sometimes, more than one tense is possible, with no change  
of meaning.

The future simple tense shall/will can be used for:
● future plans

I’ll give you a ring sometime.
● definite future events

Our representative will meet you at the airport.
● predictions based on general beliefs

Mass space travel will soon become possible.
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